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Cultural Landscape of Sintra

The Moorish Castle
between the Old Town and the Sintra Hills
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CULTURAL LANDSCAPE OF SINTRA

The Cultural Landscape of Sintra was inscribed in the World Heritage List in 1995 and the respective Declaration of Outstanding Universal Value was approved by the World Heritage Committee in 2017.
The 2021-2026 Management Plan understands the Cultural Landscape of Sintra as a combined work of nature and of man under the influence of the physical constraints and the successive social, economic and cultural

forces — both external and internal — and specifically as an evolving and living Cultural Landscape where the evolutionary process may advance while retaining the manifestations of its evolution over the course of time.

The Cultural Landscape of Sintra is divided in six Landscape Management Units, whose limits are defined by the attributes each one encloses.

The Landscape Management Unit called “Public Enclosures,” corresponds to the higher level areas, bordering the “Old Town”, “Estates Above the Old Town” and “Estates of Colares” units, and intercepted to the west by the

“Colares Enclosures” unit, from which it differs mainly in the fact that it is under the direct management of Parques de Sintra. It is dominated by the prominence in the landscape of the Moorish Castle.
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Challenges on Management

It is clear that valuing the historical places of the past represents a fundamental
dimension to the challenges the world currently faces.

The Key-issues for the management of an archaeological site as the Moorish
Castle, on a Cultural Landscape are:

Natural disasters: risk of fires and storms;

Selective control of invasive species as a priority measure for the
conservation of the natural heritage;

Conservation of the cultural heritage;
Urban requalification;

Financial resources;

Visit management and quality.
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